The third division comprises all the remaining cases; and these exemplify those kinds of dropsical complaints which proceed from ancemia of the kidney, unaccompanied with disorganization of this organ; of which affection, incoagulable urine is also diagnostic.
While the two latter forms now mentioned agree in the incoagulable character of the urine, they differ in this, that, in the former, it remains permanently so, while in the latter, or that arising from renal ancemia, this excretion alters in its quality, and becomes distinctly albuminous; when the morbid state is changed to a healthy one, either spontaneously, or by the aid of medicines. Both in principles and practice, the first and third varieties are directly opposed to one another. To gives the organ a greater bulk and softer consistence than natural.
In fact, the kidneys in this case are in an exactly similar state to that of engorgement of the lungs. This kind of disease is exemplified in the case of M'Cabe. This form of engorgement may be considered as the primary state of healthy inflammation in either of these viscera. In the lungs this state is as Dr Blackall styles it,?" a sovereign remedy."* It is so in virtue of its power of subduing inflammation, particularly when this occurs in a latent form. It is thus useful in those latent inflammatory affections of the kidneys and other internal organs which so often follow tubercular deposits, or exanthematous disorders. When inflammation is more developed and action high, the other remedies succeed better. It is on this principle that digitalis sometimes does good in pulmonary consumption by allaying that latent form of pneumonia which so often follows the deposition of tubercles in the lungs, or that occurs in pale sickly habits. We never employ it with the robust or plethoric, where diseased action is of a sthenic kind ; and on this account it is recommended by Dr Withering, Dr Woodville, Dr M'Lean, and others, in administering this medicine, to pay attention to the temperament of the patient. In the plethoric and robust they found it to do harm ; in cold, pale, leucophlegmatic subjects it has a better chance of doing good. The benefit derived from antimonials, squills, and purgatives may be accounted for on the same principles, viz. the allaying of irritability and subduing inflammatory action.
In remarking farther and more particularly on the nature and treatment of the renal disorders attended with coagulability of the urine, it is necessary to form some idea of the diagnostic value of this sign, in order fully to comprehend the kind of remedies that are adapted to each of the varieties which it serves to establish. We may first, however, state some of those points on which practical writers have founded their distinction of diseases generally.
Though In dropsies, consecutive on organic affections, caused, as is generally imagined, by obstruction in the diseased part to the circulation of the blood, our whole treatment is to be directed to the affected part, as that which is primarily deranged. Cases 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,  show the different kinds of dropsy, the organs primarily deranged, and the success attendant on our remedies being directed to the diseased organ, rather than to the dropsy, which is merely a consequence of disease elsewhere. In the cases, Little, Christie, and Hagan, the liver was affected; in Grimes, the heart was the organ primarily deranged ; in Hall, the uterus; and with Graham, the dropsy was dependent on epilepsy. When these organic affections were removed by the proper treatment, the consecutive dropsy was also relieved.
